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Questions and Answers

Frances Clark
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Practical Piano Pedagogy

Martha Baker-Jordan




"Special Assessment Procedure”

(Practical Piano Pedagogy by Martha Baker-Jordan, p.125)
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TRANSFER STUDENT PIANO STUDY INTERVIEW/AUDITION

Student name: Age: Grade in school:

Conversation starters/questions (to student). Comments:

Look through student’s current music and identify most recent works played.
Comments:

Look through most recent evaluations and discuss as appropriate.

Comments:

Repertoire played for audition
Student's choice:

Teacher's comments:

Teacher's choice:

Teacher's comments:

Other aspects to be covered appropriate to level of student
Technique and technique studies:

Musical terms:

Sight reading:

General comments:
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READINESS EVALUATION FOR BEGINNER ?
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TIME TO

Where did my starting point go?



meeting you where you are.




Unique to Each Studio




Whatis the level of the student?

Are you readyto accept the student?

Is your studio a good fit for the student?

Square-One Assessment

Are your goals aligned with the goals of the student?

Is the student ready to join your studio, committing to the
designedplan?

What are the short and longterm goalsfor the student?




We embrace what the student
knows

and
what the student should know




Square-One Assessment

Relative to Your Studio







Musical Literacy

Technique

Musicianship

Practice Habits
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Musical Literacy

3 Exceeds expectations
2 Proficient

1 Not Proficient




Consideration Points for Musical

Literacy:

Notes

Rhythm

Fingering

Articulation (non-legato,

legato, staccato)

Terminology
Theory/Harmony
AuralTraining
Form

Voicing




Suggestions for a Plan

Weekly attention
I-Pad, flashcards and games
Theory class

Extra help




Technique




Technique

4 Healthy in your style
3 Healthy not in your style
2 Unhealthy in your style

1 Unhealthy not in your
style




Consideration Points for Technique

Sitting position

Posture
* Velocity

Hand Position
 Scales

Alignment
* Etudes

Sound

Articulation




Suggestions for a Plan

Assign pieces few levels easier
Divide concepts

Explain why

Video record

Watching others - helps!




Musicianship

A




Musicianship

4, Above average
3 Basic level
2 Underdeveloped

1 Developedin a

different style




Consideration Points for
Musicianship

Phrasing
Attention to harmony Sound

Terminology Attention to the score

Style and historical Timing

understanding Balance

Articulation




Suggestions for a Plan

* Listeningis the key
* Studio Class

* Social Group

"Using Social Media in Private
Lessons: Why the Future of Learning
Piano Needs to Include Social

Media” by Margarita Denenburg

Piano Explorer, Clavier
Companion, International

Piano Magazine
Field Trips

Deborah Sinn:

— Playing Beyond the Notes
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Practice Habits

3 Practice routine aligned with your studio
policies
2 Practice routine exists but differs from your

studio policies

1 Practice routine is lacking




Practice Habits

How many times a week the

student practices?

How long are the practice

sessions?

How does the student divide his
practice sessions?
What is the student’s practice

environment?

How does the student approach a

new piece?

How does the student practice a

difficult spot or a passage?

Does the student use the

metronome? When and how?

Does the student use recording

device for their practice sessions?

How involved are the parents in

the practice routine?




Suggestions for a Plan

* Have realistic expectations and written policy

* Ask to create a journal
Be specific with homework

Video record the lesson and ask to follow

Use motivational programs such as:

Practicia.com and Collabramusic.com
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With “Square-One Assessment”







Option 1: Accepting the Student

Discuss the "Square-One Assessment”
. Createaplan
. Setshort and long term goals

. Include atime line when the student will be
reevaluated to show progress




Option 2: Offering a Trial Period

Discuss the "Square-One Assessment” results

Create a plan

Set shortand long term goals

Include a time line when the student will be reevaluated
and offered an opportunityto transferfrom a
“temporary”toa "permanent”status

Offer clear and concise set of stepsto enable the student

to moveto a "permanent status”




Option 3: Not Accepting the
Student

Discuss the "Square-One Assessment”

. Explainwhy your studio is not a good fit for the
student

. Recommend an alternative

. Offeratime frame for possible reassessment




How to develop Square —One
Assessment?

Change
take time

What is important
for you(!) in each
category

Ask the

transfer
student Recognize Implement

questions of strengths and any changes
your own weaknesses within with your
students your studio students first

Gradually
put your
curriculum
in place

Outline
different
levels of
your
students




Few more points

The younger the student is the easier the transition

will be
Be flexible and willing to take a different road
Be consistent and patient

Be kind and considerate — never humiliate the student

Never criticize the previous piano teacher




All can be found at www.MargaritaDenenburg.com

Playing Beyond the Notes: A Pianist’s Guide to Musical Interpretation by Deborah Sinn:

Using Social Media in Private Lessons by Margarita Denenburg:

Using Social Media in Private Lessons by Margarita Denenburg:
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