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Where did my starting point go?





Square-One Assessment

Unique to Each Studio



Where is the student in their studies?

Are you ready to accept the student? 

Is your studio a good fit for the student?

What are the short and long term goals for the student?

Is the student ready to join your studio, committing  to the 
designed plan?

Are your goals aligned with the goals of the student?

Square-One Assessment



We embrace what the student knows 

and 

what the student should know



Square-One Assessment

Relative to Your Studio





Musical Literacy

Technique

Musicianship

Practice Habits 





Musical Literacy

3  Exceeds expectations

2  Proficient

1  Not Proficient 



Consideration Points for Musical 

Literacy:

• Notes

• Rhythm

• Fingering

• Articulation (non-legato, 

legato, staccato) 

• Terminology

• Theory/Harmony

• Aural Training

• Form

• Voicing 



Suggestions for a Plan

• Weekly attention

• Technology (i-Pad)

• Flashcards and games 

(www.musicmotion.com)

• Theory class

• Extra help





Technique

4  Healthy in your style

3  Healthy not in your style

2  Unhealthy  in your style

1  Unhealthy not in your style



Consideration Points for Technique

• Sitting position

• Posture

• Hand Position

• Alignment 

• Sound 

• Articulation 

• Velocity

• Scales

• Etudes 



Suggestions for a Plan 

• Assign pieces few levels easier

• Divide concepts

• Explain why

• Video record

• Watching others - helps!





Musicianship

4  Above average 

3  Basic level

2  Underdeveloped 

1  Developed in a different style



Consideration Points for 
Musicianship

• Phrasing

• Attention to harmony

• Terminology

• Style and historical 

understanding 

• Articulation 

• Sound

• Attention to the score

• Timing

• Balance 

• Pedal



Suggestions for a Plan

• Listening is the key

• Studio Class

• Social Group

“Using Social Media in Private 

Lessons: Why the Future of Learning 

Piano Needs to Include Social 

Media”  by Margarita Denenburg 

• AMT, Piano Explorer, The 

Piano Magazine (Clavier 

Companion), 

International Piano 

Magazine

• Field Trips

• Deborah Sinn: 

– Playing Beyond the Notes





Practice Habits 

3  Practice routine aligned with your studio 

policies

2  Practice routine exists but differs from your 

studio policies 

1  Practice routine is lacking



Practice Habits
• How many times a week the 

student practices?

• How long are the practice 

sessions?

• How does the student divide his 

practice sessions?

• What is the student’s practice 

environment?

• How does the student approach a 

new piece? 

• How does the student practice a 

difficult spot or a passage?

• Does the student use the 

metronome? When and how?

• Does the student use recording 

device for their practice sessions?

• How involved are the parents in 

the practice routine? 

Parental Involvement



A Glance into their Home 
Environment



Suggestions for a Plan
• Have realistic expectations and written policy 

• Ask to create a journal 

• Be specific with homework

• Video record the lesson and ask to follow 

• Use motivational programs such as: 

http://www.tonara.com/; www.Collabramusic.com

http://www.tonara.com/
http://www.Collabramusic.com


With “Square-One Assessment”





Option 1: Accepting the Student

1. Discuss the “Square-One assessment”

2. Create a plan

3. Set short and long term goals

4. Include a time line when the student will be 
reevaluated to show progress



Option 2: Offering a Trial Period

1. Discuss the “Square-One assessment” results 

2. Create a plan

3. Set short and long term goals

4. Include a time line when the student will be reevaluated 

and offered an opportunity to transfer from a 

“temporary” to a “permanent”

5. Offer clear and concise set of steps to enable the student 

to move to a “permanent status” 



Option 3: Not Accepting the 
Student

1. Discuss the “Square-One assessment” 

2. Explain why your studio is not a good fit for the 
student

3. Recommend an alternative

1. Offer a time frame for possible reassessment 



Pilot the SOA 
with your 
students

How to develop Square –One 
Assessment?

Gradually 
put your 
curriculum 
in place

Any 
changes 
take  time

Ask the 
”Transfer 
questions” 
of your own 
students

Recognize 
strengths and 
weaknesses within  
your studio

Implement 
any changes 
with your 
students first

Outline 
different 
levels of 
your 
students

What is important 
for you(!) in each 
category 



The younger the student is, the 
easier the transition will be

– Be flexible and willing to take a different road

– Be consistent and patient 

– Be kind and considerate – never humiliate the 

student

– Never criticize the previous piano teacher





Jessie, 7 y.o. First Year



Henry, 6 y.o. First Year

W. Gollock, Little Gray Donkey



Amelia, 8 y.o., First Year

W. Gillock The Peace Chant



Montgomery, 9 y.o. Third Year



Questions?

• M.Denenburg@utexas.edu
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